English 242B: Reading Fiction 
Instructor: Michelle LaFrance

Spring 2005
Email: mlf@u.washington.edu
Low; Room 113
Office: Padelford, A-11-A


11:30-12:20; M-TH
Office Hours: M/W 12:30-1:30


Web Site: www.staff.washington.edu/mlf
Immigrant Melting Pot or the Ethnic Other (Half)?:

The “New American” in American Literature

“In the crucible of the American frontier the immigrants were Americanized, liberated, and fused into a mixed race, English in neither nationality nor characteristics.” 


—Frederick Jackson Turner, The Frontier in American Life
“America is God's crucible, the great melting-pot where all the races of Europe are melting and re-forming! Here, you stand, good folk, think I, when I see them at Ellis Island, here you stand in your fifty groups, with your fifty languages and histories, and your fifty blood hatreds and rivalries.”


—Israel Zangwill, The Melting Pot

“One half of the world does not know how the other half lives. . . ” 


—Jacob Riis, How the Other Half Lives
Course Introduction


In the years between 1870 and 1930 the foreign-born population of the United States increased by 40%.  Fleeing poverty, famine, displacement, oppression and outright violence, immigrants sought a better way of life (or simply the right to live,) coming to the New World in droves to lay down roots in a country many thought they could one day call their own.  But once here, many found themselves facing a whole new variety of dreadful conditions.  Dangerous, low-status and low-paying employment, few opportunities for education, poorly constructed and high-rent tenement housing, poor sanitation, disease, and little available healthcare, little political clout, coercion, racketeering, and graft, as well as Nativist movements to restrict the economic opportunities and social mobility of newcomers to the US—these were the daily realities for the newly transplanted foreigners.  

Many immigrant families worked for years to improve the conditions of their lives and the position of their peoples in US society.  Most watched their second and third generations make entrance into an American culture that had been inaccessible to previous generations.  But with assimilation came a variety of new problems; younger ethnic-family members often happily let go of the traditions and histories that had lent their family a sense of belonging to a particular place in time.  To become “American,” it seemed, meant to erase the markings of culture, history and family—the ethnicity—that kept them from entering the middle-class.  

In this course we will examine the figure of the immigrant and subsequent ideas of ethnicity/ethnic difference through the lens of turn of the century literature.  Readings will begin with works of non-fiction that ground the class in an historical and theoretical awareness of the issues facing immigrants and ethnics in the US and then move on to a selection of literary texts (sketches, short stories, and novels) about immigrant lives and the formation of ethnicity.  

Course Objectives

This class is designed to challenge students to develop their skills as readers and writers by critically considering literary configurations of ethnicity and ethnic difference.  The stories that will be read this quarter demonstrate a variety of immigrant and ethnic experiences and raise a variety issues pertaining to immigrants. These issues include: the allowance and restriction of immigration in the US, the difficulties of recent immigrants in the US, the rites, struggles, contests, and assumed progression of assimilation into “Americanness,” and the question of the ethnic that refuses assimilation.  We will ask how these configurations fix or interrogate historical and contemporary assumptions about the overlap of race and ethnicity, what constitutes national boundaries, and how do the texts assist us in understanding the nature of national “belonging?”  Our ultimate goal is seek to identify the ends to which cultural assumptions about immigrant and ethnic “others” perpetuate ideals of inclusion and exclusion within a nation.    

Our practical learning goals for the quarter include becoming comfortable with:

· closely reading texts: we will mindfully and proactive exam the configurations of characters, the play of language (especially the depiction of accents or non-native tongues) and the narrative structure of our texts to come to familiarity with the point of view the story presents; 

· analysis: seeking the larger implications a text may pose by making connections among the texts at hand and personal experiences;

· discussion: practicing thinking texts through by engaging in large and small group discussions;

· writing: presenting your ideas about the text in a thoughtful, argumentative and engaging written form. 

Required Texts and Materials

di Donato, Pietro.  Christ in Concrete; 

Sinclair, Upton.  The Jungle;

Miller, Arthur.  Focus; 

Norris Frank.  McTeague; 

Yezierska, Anzia.  The Bread Givers; 

A Course Packet will be available at Ave Copies.

Note:   Please be certain your UW e-mail account is up and running—this class is too large for me to use an alternate e-mail address.  I frequently post updates and other information to the class e-mail list, so be certain to check your e-mail frequently.  

Requirements and Assignments

As stated in the on-line course description, students will be asked to lead one or more classroom discussions, to be prepared for frequent reading quizzes, to complete several writing assignments, a midterm paper, and a final paper.  Lively and thoughtful in-class participation will account for a substantial portion of each student’s final grade.  Let’s begin there. . . 

Participation, Reflection, and Discussion


This is a reading, writing and discussion class.  I expect you to come to class prepared to talk about the materials and to be actively engaged with the questions of the class.  

Reading: This class has a good deal of reading.  In order for us to have interesting and insightful discussions, you must keep up with it.  To assist you, 

· I will hand out reading questions to help you prepare for the readings, especially if they are difficult or require a reader understanding of some aspect of history or US culture that we have not yet discussed. 

· I have tried to space longer texts over more than one class period—and can adjust the reading schedule if/when necessary.  This said, I think the reading is manageable, if you pace yourself.  40 to 50 pages a day will definitely keep you up to speed.  

· When reading a non-fiction essay—especially one that has a good deal of historical data or theoretical considerations of cultural mechanics, it is probably best if you try to have the entire text read for the first class period so that you can go back and reread when necessary.  (Some texts read very differently after you have opened them up during a class discussion.) 

· Be prepared for pop-quizzes once a week.  

Leading Class Discussion of Readings: To facilitate lively discussion and to open out the texts in interesting ways, I will ask each of you to lead the class discussion of one or more texts.  (Due to the size of the class, this exercise will take place in a small group format.)  By leading discussion, I mean to say that, you will direct your classmates and I to a particularly pregnant passage that spoke to you in some important way.   This is your chance to guide the direction of the class and explore questions that matter to you.  The discussion leader is not expected to present to the class, but rather to raise an issue and direct us to a quote.  I will continue to moderate the class discussion and offer assistance with helpful information when necessary.

If you are not leading the reading you are still responsible for preparing for class and participating in the discussion.  

Writing  

English 242 is a “W” course; you will have the opportunity to develop your skills as a writer through weekly E-Post discussions, two formal response papers and a final.  

· The E-Post discussions will be informal and conducted within small groups—these are for you and your classmates to continue lines of thought that you need to develop further for your response papers or the final, or for you to ask questions that arise as you read, rethink, and write.  The E-Post discussion will not be graded, but will be evaluated for engagement. 

· You will receive both a grade and feedback from me on the response and final papers.  You will have the option to rewrite one of your response papers if you are concerned about your score.  If you choose to rewrite, please come to speak with me so that we can talk over the comments I gave you and be certain that we’re both on the same page.      

Grading Policy

I will use the formula below to computer your final grade.  If at any time you are concerned about your score, feel free to come and see me.  You have the option of rewriting response papers if you are not satisfied with the grade you receive.  If you are concerned about your participation grade or if there are personal difficulties that arise for you during the quarter, please see me as soon as you’re able.   

Percentage Breakdowns for Final Grade:

Response Paper One: 
20%
Response Paper Two:
20%
Final Paper:
20%
8 quizzes:
10%

E-Post Participation:
10%

Class Participation: 
20%

Note: 

· As stated in class on 3/31, should class discussions demonstrate that the bulk of students are reading and engaging the class materials, the pop-quizzes will be dropped in lieu of E-Post and Class Participation.  E-Post will then be 15% and Class Participation will be 25% of the final grade. 

· There will be no extra credit options for this class. 
· Late papers will result in a deduction of .2 points for each day the paper is late.  Papers are considered late after 5 PM on scheduled due dates.  
Resources

The Writing Center is a free peer-tutoring service offered by the English Department specifically to help students with writing assignments.  Students visiting the writing center can expect to conference with a writing assistant for about an hour at a time.  There is no limit to the number of visits a student may make each quarter. 

Plagiarism: Academic Honesty

Plagiarism is, at its core, the act of claiming someone else’s words or ideas as your own.  Work that is adjudged by the University to be plagiarized can be grounds for failure of an assignment, failure of a course, or even suspension from the University.  If I believe you have plagiarized, it is my professional obligation to investigate, following the required protocols of the English Department and the College of Arts and Sciences.  My best advice is to simply do your own work, thereby keeping both of us sane. 

Other Concerns

If you have any other concerns about this course or my role as your instructor, please come to see me or e-mail me as soon as possible.  If you are not comfortable talking with me about your concerns or you are not satisfied with the response I give you, you may contact:

Dick Dunn, 242 Faculty Advisor
543-2690
ddunn@u.washington.edu
If, after speaking to the Director, you are still not satisfied with the response you received, you may contact Dick Dunn, English Department Chair, in Padelford A101, at 543-2690

Reading and Assignment Schedule:

	Week One: Histories of Immigration, Questions of Race and Ethnicity

	M: 3/28
	Welcome, brief lecture on immigration in the US, historical views of immigrants, deviance, and national citizenship

	T: 3/29
	To be read: 

Matthew Frye Jacobson—excerpt from: Whiteness of a Different Color

pages 1—14 (in Course Packet)

	W: 3/30
	Jacobson cont’d, pages 15—38 

	TH: 3/31
	Jacobson cont’d, pages 39—90 

	Student Introduction Due: Friday, April 1, by 5 PM

	Week Two: Ethnicity and the Social Milieu 

	M: 4/4
	Jacobson cont’d, pages 91—135 

	T: 4/5
	To be read:

Melville Herskovitz—“When is a Jew a Jew?” (in Course Packet)

	W: 4/6
	To be read:

John Riis—excerpt from: How the Other Half Lives (in Course Packet)

	TH: 4/7
	To be read: 

Stephen Crane— “Maggie: Girl of the Streets” (in Course Packet)

	No Response Paper Due

	Week Three: Backlash and “Back Talk”

	M: 4/11
	To be read:

Francis A. Walker—“Restriction of Immigration” (in Course Packet)

	T: 4/12
	To be read:
James T Farrel—excerpts from Studs Lonigan (in Course Packet)

	W: 4/13
	Farrel cont’d 

	TH: 4/14
	To be read: 

Sui Sin Far—excerpts from Mrs. Spring Fragrance (in Course Packet)

	Group 1: Response Paper due, Friday, April 8, by 5 PM

	Week Four: The Irish Question

	M: 4/18
	To be read:

Frank Norris—McTeague, pages 1—150

	T: 4/19
	

	W: 4/20
	To be read:

Frank Norris—McTeague, pages 151—to end

	TH: 4/21
	

	Group 2: Response Paper due, Friday, April 15, by 5 PM

	Week Five:  Immigrants and Labor Issues

	M: 4/25
	To be read: 

Upton Sinclair—The Jungle, pages 1—150 

	T: 4/26
	

	W: 4/27
	To be read:

Upton Sinclair—The Jungle, pages 151—end

	TH: 4/28
	

	Group 3: Response Paper due, Friday, April 22, by 5 PM 


Reading Schedule and Assignment Schedule: cont’d

	Week Six: Italians in New York City

	M: 5/2
	To be read: 

Pietro di Donato—Christ in Concrete, pages 1—150

	T: 5/3
	

	W: 5/4
	To be read: 

Pietro di Donato—Christ in Concrete, pages 151—to end

	TH: 5/5
	

	Group 1: Response Paper due, Friday, May 13, by 5 PM 

	Week Seven: Jewish Assimilation

	M: 5/9
	To be read:

Anzia Yezierska—The Bread Givers, pages 1—150

	T: 5/10
	

	W: 5/11
	To be read:

Anzia Yezierska—The Bread Givers, pages 151—to end

	TH: 5/12
	

	Group 2: Response Paper due, Friday, May 20, by 5 PM

	Week Eight: The Mutability of Race

	M: 5/16
	To be read:

Arthur Miller—Focus, pages 1—150

	T: 5/17
	

	W: 5/18
	To be read:

Arthur Miller—Focus, pages 151—to end

	TH: 5/19
	

	Group 3: Response Paper due, Friday, May 27, by 5 PM

	Week Nine: Frontiers of Difference

	M: 5/23
	To be read:

Frederick Jackson Turner—“The Frontier in American History” 

(in Course Packet)

	T: 5/24
	Turner cont’d

	W: 5/25
	To be read:

Zitkala-sa—excerpts from American Indian Stories (in Course Packet)

	TH: 5/26
	To be read:

Zitkala-sa—excerpts from American Indian Stories (in Course Packet)

	No Response Paper Due

	Week Ten: Crucible or Partition?  End of the Quarter “Q & A”

	M: 5/30
	Memorial Day: No Class

	T: 5/31
	To be read:

Israel Zangwill—“The Melting Pot” (in Course Packet)

	W: 6/1
	Wrap-Up and Loose Ends

	TH: 6/2
	Wrap-Up and Loose Ends


No Finals Week: Final Papers, Revisions and Any Outstanding 

Work Due by Noon, Wednesday, June 8th.
The Fine Print: I reserve the right to alter our reading and writing schedule as the rigors of the quarter, your needs, and my sense of our accomplishments are established.
