English 197G: IWP Writing Link
Instructor: Michelle LaFrance

Winter 2007
Email: mlf@u.washington.edu
MGH 082/ 082A
Office: Padelford, B-10


11:30-12:20; M W F
Office Hours: W 12:30-2:00(ish)


Web Site: www.staff.washington.edu/mlf
Introduction to the Study of English Language and Literature 

through Critical Reading and Writing Practice

“Words are, of course, the most powerful drug used by mankind.” 
—Rudyard Kipling

“Outside of a dog, a book is man's best friend. Inside of a dog, it's too dark to read.” 

—Groucho Marx
Course Objectives

English 197G is a writing seminar linked with Professor Henry Staten’s course English 202, “Introduction to the Study of English Language and Literature.” This seminar will introduce you to academic writing for and the specific context of writing in the discipline of literary studies. As a writing link, English 197 is a freestanding course governed by separate policies and procedures, but the majority of our class assignments will be drawn from and closely related to the readings and lectures of English 202.  For some people, it is helpful to think of English 202 as a lecture course concerned with introducing you to discussions of literary history, critical theory, language study, and cultural studies on-going in the discipline of English at large; while, English 197 serves as a smaller setting that offers you the opportunity to more intensely explore the particularities of these sometimes exhaustive conversations through critical writing practice.  As such, English 197 offers students the opportunity to refine and extend their understandings of the specific disciplinary contexts that constitute much of the work in English—literary history, critical theory, language study, and cultural studies. 

Writing is hard work and sophisticated writing in an academic discipline is especially difficult.  Recent thinking about how students develop their reading and writing savvy argues that learning to read and write within the disciplines is a lengthy process, as much about learning how different disciplines value what they value and challenge what they know as it is understanding the more “generic” skills that undergird “good writing.”  As such, like other composition courses you may have taken in the UW English Department, our course structure will be oriented toward writing as a process that involves analyzing texts, developing formal written arguments, receiving peer feedback, and revising work in response to this feedback. In English 197, students will be specifically asked to use writing as a tool to open out readings as reflections of discursive, theoretical, historical, or cultural concerns, to investigate a text as a subject of inquiry, to develop and deepen their understanding of the critical questions and issues that a text may raise, and to present their critical ideas in the form of argument-based, academic essays.  

Texts and Materials

· All required texts for English 202 (listed on your 202 syllabus)

· A Pocket Style Manual, 3rd edition, Diana Hacker

· Current UW e-mail account

All textbooks are available at the UW Bookstore.

Grades, Policies and Procedures

Your grades will be determined using the following formula:

Final Paper 1


25%

Final Paper 2


25%

Final Paper 3


25%

Class Participation

25%

Important Notes: 

· Class participation includes attendance, participation in class discussions, attendance at peer review sessions, E-post and in-class writing exercises, and two one-on-one conferences with me before the end of the quarter.

· I WILL NOT give a grade to any paper that has not been peer reviewed first.  This means that peer review is mandatory.  If you must miss peer review, I expect you to do your best to contact me in advance.  You will be required to find someone in this section of 197 to review your paper before it is due to be turned in.     
· Conferences are also mandatory and cannot be made up if missed.
· Late papers will result in a deduction of .2 points for each day the paper is late.  Papers are considered late after 5 PM on scheduled due dates.
· There will be no extra credit options for this class.
· You have the option of rewriting ONE of your “final” papers if you are not satisfied with the grade you receive.  If you are concerned about your participation grade or if there are personal difficulties that arise for you during the quarter, please come see me as soon as you’re able.  We may be able to minimize damages.
Resources

The OWRC at Odegaard Library is a free peer-tutoring service offered specifically to help students with writing assignments.  Students visiting the writing center can expect to conference with a writing assistant for about forty-five minutes.  There is no limit to the number of visits a student may make each quarter.

Plagiarism: Academic Honesty

Plagiarism is, at its core, the act of claiming someone else’s words or ideas as your own.  Work that is adjudged by the University to be plagiarized can be grounds for failure of an assignment, failure of a course, or even suspension from the University.  If I believe you have plagiarized, it is my professional obligation to investigate, following the required protocols of the English Department and the College of Arts and Sciences.  My best advice is to simply do your own work, thereby keeping both of us sane. 

Other Concerns

If you have any other concerns about this course or my role as your instructor, please come to see me or e-mail me as soon as possible.  If you are not comfortable talking with me about your concerns or you are not satisfied with the response I give you, you may contact:

MattLuskey, IWP Faculty Mentor


luskey@u.washington.edu 

Mark Patterson, 202 Faculty Advisor


mpat@u.washington.edu
If, after speaking to the Director, you are still not satisfied with the response you received, you may contact Gary Handwerk, English Department Chair, in Padelford A101, at 543-2690
Reading and Writing Schedule

	Week 1: An Introduction to What?

	W: 1/3

082A
	Introduction: Why English Matters
	

	F: 1/5

082A/LAN
	What is Close Reading?
Read: Toni Morrison, Beloved (pp. 1-100)
	Due: Student Intro 

(E-Post)

	Week 2: Ways of Reading

	M: 1/8

082/LAN
	Read: Beloved (pp. 100-199)

Read: Thomas McLaughlin, “Figurative Language” (cr)
	Due (by 5PM Sunday): 

E-Post Response to Beloved 

(pp. 1—199)

	W: 1/10

082A
	Read: Beloved (pp. 199-235)
	

	F: 1/12

082/LAN
	Read: Beloved (pp. 235-277)

Read: Julius Yanuck, “The [Margaret] Garner Fugitive 

Slave Case”(cr)
	

	Week 3: Theories of Reading

	M: 1/15

082/ LAN
	Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday


	Due (by 5PM Sunday): 

E-Post Response to Beloved

(pp. 100-277)

	W: 1/ 17

082A
	Read: Beloved (pp. 277-324) 

Read: “The Uncanny”(cr)
	

	F: 1/19

082/ LAN
	
	Due: Draft Essay 1

Peer Review 

	Week 4: Putting it All Together

	M: 1/22

082/LAN
	Read: Franco, “What We Talk about when We Talk 

About Beloved”(cr)


	No Class: Conferences

	W: 1/24

082A
	
	No Class: Conferences

	F: 1/26

082/ LAN
	
	Due: Final Essay 1

	Week 5: Performing the Law: The Merchant of Venice

	M: 1/29 082/LAN
	William Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice
	Due (by 5PM Sunday): 

E-Post Response to Merchant

	W: 1/31

082A
	Merchant of Venice
	

	F: 2/2

082/ LAN
	Merchant of Venice
	


Note: The Following Weekly Schedule is Tentative and HIGHLY subject to change
	Week 6: Poetic Forms

	M: 2/5

082/LAN
	William Shakespeare, John Donne, Robert Frost, 

Edna St. Vincet Millay, Robert Lowell, 

and Wanda Coleman
	Due (by 5PM Sunday): 

E-Post Response to 

Shakespeare, Donne, or Frost

	W: 2/7

082
	Alexander Pope
	

	F: 2/9

082/LAN
	
	

	Week 7: Forms of Romanticism

	M: 2/12

082/LAN
	William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge
	

	W: 2/14

082A
	Ralph Waldo Emerson and Walt Whitman
	

	F: 2/16

082/LAN
	Emily Dickinson and Robert Browning
	Due: Draft Essay 2

Peer Review

	Week 8: Experimental Modernism

	M: 2/19

082/LAN
	Presidents Day Holiday
	

	W: 2/21

082A
	Read: Virginia Woolf, To the Lighthouse
	No Class: Conferences

	2/23

082/LAN
	Read: To the Lighthouse
Read: James Kavanaugh, “Ideology”(cr)
	Due: Final Essay 2

No Class Conferences

	Week 9: Forms of Modernism

	M: 2/26

082/LAN
	
	Due (by 5PM Sunday): 

E-Post Response to 

Lighthouse or Modernist Poetry

	W: 2/28

082A
	Modernist Poetry: American (TBA)
	

	F: 3/2
	Modernist Poetry: American (TBA)
	

	Week 10: Postmodernism



	M: 3/5
	Read: Art Spiegelman, Maus (vol. 1)
	Due: Draft Essay 3

Peer Review

	W: 3/7

082A
	Read: Art Spiegelman, Maus (vol. 1)
	

	F: 3/9

082/LAN
	
	


*** All outstanding and final work due by NOON on Wednesday, March 14.***

The Fine Print: I reserve the right to alter this schedule, including due dates, reading load, and other details as the needs of the class become clearer during the quarter.
