GIS 140 E: Literacy Narrative Assignment
M LaFrance

My Story of Learning and Knowing as a Reader and Writer

Building Blocks: Literacy Narrative, Strategic Summaries, Entering a Conversation 


Rough draft: Due on Go Post 8:00pm, Wednesday, 8/27; 

Peer Review: In-class Thursday, 8/28 (bring hard copy of draft to class!); 
Final Draft: Due (Electronically to E-Submit,) 8 PM, Sept. 1.

Assignment: tell the class a story from your personal experience about learning to read or write.  Use this memory to explore the way you think now about learning, reading, and writing now.  What does this experience say about the role/value of reading and writing in your life?  Does it tell us anything about the role/value of reading and writing in your home culture or U.S. culture at large?      Make connections between the readings (quote, summarize, or paraphrase) and your personal experience, as you make a case for how this experience demonstrates something about cultures of reading and writing that you have experienced.  This story/memory/experience can be good or a bad (but be careful to choose an event that is not too painful to share with classmates!)  
Getting Started: As you read and reread Alexie’s, Douglas’, Hughes’, and Tan’s personal accounts of being and becoming speakers, thinkers, readers and writers, reflect a little about how each of those accounts gives us a different example of the ways personal experiences and larger cultural considerations or criticisms can be brought together.  . . how do these pieces help you to think about your own experiences as a reader and a writer?  Did the stories trigger your own happy memories of learning?  Crappy memories?  Memories of struggle and triumph over a text or an assignment—or just struggle?  Maybe you just did not care about any of their stories and wished you’d taken that Anthropology seminar instead. . .
Those things that come up for you—emotion, excitement, agreement, disagreement—even boredom, or resistance—are going to be the heart of our first assignment.         
But let me stop us here for just a minute. . . In truth, much of the writing you will do in college course work will look more like the piece we will read for Wednesday/Thursday, “I Won’t Learn From You,” by Herb Kohl.  In fact, only on very rare occasions will you be able to draw from purely personal experience (like Alexie, Tan, Douglas, and Hughes) to write for your college course work.  This means, you’ll have to learn how to use other people’s ideas to help you make your own point—especially when you’re writing about yourself and your experience.  
Some people call that sort of writing “entering a conversation.”  To me, it doesn’t matter what you call it, it simply means getting used to relating our own experience to the experiences, texts, and ideas of others in order to ground, refine, unpack, and strengthen our own points.  
That’s exactly what this first paper will ask you to do.  In short, while this is a personal essay, it also asks you to familiarize yourself with the “They say/I say” convention of academic writing by using the ideas/texts of others to help you make particular points about reading and writing and your experience with reading and writing.     

Let’s break this sequence down a little more: 

1.) Monday eve: As you read Tan and Douglass, underline the parts of each story that speak to you somehow.  I find it useful to write notes to myself in the margins about why this part or that part has caught my eye or is useful to have read.  This could be anything from “weird language, here; why?” to “huh?’ to “Wow, Tan has really captured the racialized aspects of every day langue use here when she equates X to Y.”  This sets me up to return to the parts of each essay that I may want reread, quote, or argue with when I’m writing. 

Note: By 5 PM on Monday (8/25) you’ll want to make your first appointment at OWRC! (These can be group appointments; but you must see a tutor before your first paper is due.)  

2. ) For Tuesday in class (and Monday eve): Choose a memory of your own about learning reading and writing to explore at length.   Make sure that you are okay sharing this experience in detail with the whole class.  Write the memory down—a few brief details or more.  Up to two pages—it’s your call.  We’ll share these memories in class on Tuesday and talk about exploring them for rich description and interesting detail.  
3.) Tuesday eve: As you read part one of Kohl, begin to think about the ways that your past experiences learning reading and writing, (and specifically the memory you’ve worked on) might tell us something about your current relationship to reading and writing.  How did/do these experiences shape your desire to read and write in a school setting, or for your friends, or for the internet, or for yourself ?  What sorts of reading and writing do you like and what sort do you hate—why?  Are you going into the sciences because you absolutely hate to read and write?  (It happens!  But, surprise, people in the sciences write all the time, too.)  How might these experiences and predilections also tell us something about the way reading and writing are valued by your family, in your communities, in the schools you have attended, by different teachers and professors, and/or by your friends, peers, employers, etc.  (I will hand out an additional list of questions to help you think this through.)   
4.) Tuesday in class: This paper also gives us an opportunity to practice ‘Strategic Summaries’ (guidelines will be handed out Tuesday) of a “scholarly” text in preparation for a longer paper.  Careful, faithful summaries of other’s ideas/texts are crucial in college coursework.  Summaries should establish that you have carefully considered other points of view, and show that you know the conventions of academic form—in short, they are vital to strengthening your own points/cases in a paper.  (We’ll work on strategic summary in class Tuesday and Wednesday; bring re-writes of your group Strategic Summary to class Wednesday.) 
5.) Wednesday in class: Entering the Conversation.  How do we bring the personal and the “scholarly” together?  How does your personal experience speak to (agree with, disagree with, contest, challenge, extend, exemplify, rewrite, rethink, etc) texts we’ve read this week.   

6.) First Draft of “My Story” due for in class Peer Review on Thursday.  This is where the rubber meets the road—as early as Tuesday you want to be reworking your memory and your other ideas into a fairly cogent form to present to your peers (and myself).
Please post an electronic copy of your rough draft on GoPost by no later than 8:00pm Wednesday night for your peers to read in advance.  
7.)  After 8 PM, Wednesday eve, please got to our class Go Post and read the first drafts of your peers “My Story” essay.  You can begin responding to their drafts if you like, but a few notes about your intial responses will also do.  I’ll hand out more criteria for Peer Review on Thursday.

8.) Peer review of your draft will take up much of Thursday’s class.  Bring 2 printed copies of your first 3-4 page draft to class on Thursday for your group members.  
Those Deadlines again:

Bring Memories to class on Tuesday, 8/26; Rewrite Strategic Summaries for Wednesday, 8/27;
Rough draft due to go-Post by 8:00pm Aug. 27; Peer Review in-class TH, 8/28; 
Revision due electronically Sept. 1.
