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GIS 140E: Writing Ready: Getting a Start on Writing for College 
Early Fall Start, 2008


Loew 112; M-TH, 9:30 AM to 12 PM

Course web site: www.staff.washington.edu/mlf
Class e-mail list: gis140e_au07@u.washington.edu
Go Post Site: https://catalysttools.washington.edu/gopost/board/mlf/6944
Instructor: Michelle LaFrance
Office: Padelford B-415; Office Hours: M/W, 12 PM to 1:00 PM; Email: mlf@u.washington.edu
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“Words are, of course, the most powerful drug used by mankind.” 

—Rudyard Kipling

Course Introduction

Whether you entirely agree with Kipling or not, you have to admit words are pretty powerful.  They not only allow us to share what’s on our minds and to put our thinking on paper, but in a manner of speaking, they also form us and conform us, requiring us to deal with them and that power on a daily basis.  Because of this power and all the unspoken stuff that goes with it, writing—the simple manipulation of words on a page—can often feel like a hyper-charged task.  
This is a course about writing.  .  .  But it’s also about all that stuff underneath the surface of writing that makes many of us never want to pick up a pen or open Word™ to start an assignment.  I’m sure you know what I’m talking about: the unspoken conventions, the unannounced expectations, and the emotional responses that inevitably tag along with writing.  (For a grade, in particular!)   
This course is an opportunity to imagine (and/or reimagine) yourself as a reader and writer—but the words we’ll use here more frequently are: learner and thinker. Reflection on exactly what those words mean to members of this college community, how they connect to our notions of writing, and to you (our newest members) and your experiences with writing will be a large part of our focus.  As will be to write as freely and intensively as we can, every day in class, and every night when you go home.        
We have lots to do into these next four weeks.  Our goal is to produce three reflective projects that consist of smaller written responses leading up to a “final” written paper.  Each initial assignment will help you work through ideas towards your final draft.  
Project One: What I’m calling “My Story of Reading and Writing” is a Literacy Narrative that asks you to think about your existing strengths and skills as a writer (as well as your struggles) in relation to what other people have to say about their own struggles learning to read and write.
Project Two: The Read-Search Inquiry will expose you to a new set of reading and research skills as you compose a “critical reading” of a class reading, draft a research proposal on a subject of your choice, work with librarians and your peers to find sources about that subject, develop a shared annotated bibliography, and present with a small group on a chosen topic.  
Project Three: The Prospective Self-Analysis will ask you to pull together all these elements in order to make a case for how you can best meet the challenges of college writing work by using and continuing to develop your specific set of writing skills, strategies, and habits.  Be prepared to present a light “final thoughts” or “commentary” the last day of class, as well.  
GIS 140 Course Outcomes: 
This class runs on the principle that writing is often very, very hard, because writing is thinking on paper, and good thinking—really good, clear, deep, precise thinking—is very, very hard. But you can learn how to take on and diffuse the difficulty of the writing task you will face in college, if you are more familiar with your own ways of problem-solving, learning, and working.

This course is different from other writing classes you may take at the UW, because this class is intentionally designed to address writers who are “entering” (not already in!) college. Because it is so different, our design team for this summer’s version of the class has worked very hard to figure out what we wanted you to get from your four weeks of intense work.  We have talked extensively about the materials, assignments, and exercises involved in the course and have tried to really think through what matters most for new writers to do, think, and learn in order to be prepared for the coming year. We are also tooling the class towards you becoming “meta-cognitively” aware of the skills that you already possess that can help you to figure out and be more successful in college-level writing.       

What our design team hopes you’ll get from this class
1.  We want students to leave this class more confident of themselves as writers and more comfortable about the writing skills they will bring to future college writing assignments.  To this end students will:  

· Write frequently in different contexts and for different audiences and purposes.

· Learn through practice why college-level writing is most successful when it follows a process of inquiry, drafting, and revision. 

· Learn strategies for active reading of college-level material, and come to understand how strong writing skills often depend upon strong active-reading skills.
2.  We want students to leave this class having learned about and experienced specific campus and classroom-based writing resources.  To this end students will:  

· Learn to make active and effective use of campus writing centers and tutors. 

· Become familiar with general writing resources like dictionaries and handbooks, both on-line and hard copy. 

· Become familiar with library-based research resources, both physical and electronic.  

· Explore how general campus student resources can support students as writers. 
3.   We want students to leave this class having been introduced to a series of key learning issues and to how understanding such issues can make them not just better and more successful writers, but better and more successful students as well.   To this end students will:  

· Become familiar with such writing-connected learning issues as resistance, difficulty, authenticity, and transfer.  

· Learn to recognize the writing strengths they bring to college level work, and learn how to use them effectively. 

· Become better aware of their writing difficulties and learn how to manage them. 

· Explore how their varied life skills and experiences have prepared them for effective reading and writing at the university. 
4.  We want students to leave this class having learned strategies for writing well by becoming effective members of a university-level learning community.  To this end students will: 

· Develop strategies for peer collaboration, review, and response.

· Engage in classroom discussions in a spirit of inquiry, respect, and openness.

· Learn to make use of instructor office hours and student-teacher conferences.

· Learn how to practice better self-advocacy.   

Required Texts and Materials

· GIS 140 E Course Packet – available at the Ave. Copy Center (4141 University Way).
· The Everyday Writer, 3rd edition – available at the University Bookstore.
· A folder in which to submit your work.  This does not need to be fancy, but it does need to have pockets.  (The less “slippery” the better, too.)     
· An appropriate, college-level dictionary.  You may also use the Oxford English Dictionary online, which can be found at: http://lib.washington.edu/research  

(Note: The OED is frequently referred to as the “best” dictionary in the English language.  It is certainly the most exhaustive! Becoming familiar with how to use it will definitely prepare you for other writing courses down the line.)
· All the other “stuff”: You are responsible for any and all necessary in and out of class supplies – including note paper for in class note taking, printer paper and ink for at home, writing implements, a stapler, folders/notebooks for storing ALL drafts and handouts, and a reliable means of backing up and transporting your electronic files (such as a flash drive, CD, or accessible e-mail).
· Approximately $20 for photocopying/printing papers and articles throughout the quarter – you can purchase prepaid purple “copy-quick” cards in this amount that work for both printing and photocopying.

Your Grade

Expect to devote time every day to your reading and writing assignments from this class throughout the entire four weeks of the Early Fall Start Quarter.   

It’s not just the final paper that counts towards your grade.  The work you do preparing for the final draft—that is the response papers (short exercises), drafts, group work, peer reviews and revisions—will also be factored into your grade for each project (sort of like a “unit” of work.)  
This class is heavily weighted towards participation.  That means showing up and being on time for class, being prepared with something to say (yes; you do need to learn to talk in class,) showing us that you really did do the reading by coming prepared to share your own ideas, listen respectfully to others, and think through how that reading can help you understand issues, your own interests, written responses, etc.  A detailed schedule will be handed out weekly to help you manage your time.  If you have any questions, ask me.
Participation also means:

□ COMING TO MY OFFICE HOURS at least once during these next four weeks.  
. . . and. . . 
□ Attending an appointment at the Odegaard Writing and Research Center.  
In short, both a visit to my office hours and a visit to OWRC are required for full participation to be granted in this class.  
The grades for each project break down like this:
Project One: “Your Story” 30%

Project Two: “Read-Search Inquiry” 40%

Project Three: “Prospective” 30% 
Each project sequence hand out will detail further how the grade for each project is determined.  You will also receive what we in the English “biz” call “rubrics” for each project to help you see what our priorities are for grading your work.  That way, you can be clear about why you’re doing what you’re doing and what we think you should be learning from each exercise.      
Note: At the end of our four weeks, you will have the option to revise one of your formal papers (the Lit Narrative or Annotated Bib, for instance) for a higher grade. 

Late and Missed Work

Late work and missed classes will affect your participation credit. If you absolutely must miss class due to alien abduction, lost pets, master plans for world domination gone awry, illness, accident, or family obligation, be sure to contact me in advance to let me know, and be sure to contact your peers using the class list (gis140e_au07@u.washington.edu) to find out what you have missed.  Do note, however:   
· Late writing assignments receive a -.2 penalty for each day they are over due—this will be deducted from the final, total grade. 
· I do not accept late work via email.  

· You must complete all assignments for the course to get credit; shorter assignments are necessary to successful completion of the major papers.  
· Missed peer reviews (on Thursday) carry a stiff penalty—just like the big weekly meeting with the “team” in an office, you can’t miss peer reviews.  

Academic Dishonesty (or Plagiarism)
Few things will set a professor onto the war path like suspecting a student has plagiarized. Yet, in my experience, students end up plagiarizing for a variety of reasons that are avoidable and understandable.  Some students do not know they have plagiarized and others simply feel like they don’t have a choice because of time pressures, being overwhelmed and/or unclear about an assignment. As we will reiterate frequently here, emotional factors are always influencing our writing. . .   
Plagiarism means that an author has presented someone else’s ideas or writing as his/her own. 
The most basic symptoms of plagiarism include: 1.) failing to cite the sources of ideas in your written work; 2.) failing to cite the sources of paraphrased material in your written work; 3.) failing to site the sources of specific language and/or passages in your written work; 4.) submitting someone else’s work as your own (this includes “buying” or “borrowing” it from someone who gives you permission to use that work as your own); 5.) submitting your own work produced for another class.
When you are writing for this class, you will be required to refer to other people’s thoughts and writing—you will need to “cite” those other authors and thinkers.  No worries; we will talk at length during the Read-Search Inquiry project about what these “symptoms” mean and how you can avoid stepping into the thorny forest of problems called academic (dis)honesty. 
Accommodations
If you have a registered disability that requires accommodation, please see me immediately.  If you have a disability and have not yet registered it with Disability Resources for Students in 448 Schmitz Hall, you should do so immediately.  Please contact DRS at 206-543-8924 (Voice) or 206-543-8925 (V/TTY) or 206-616-8379 (FAX) or via their website at <http://www.washington.edu/admin/ada/dss.htm>.  
I will do my best to assist you towards success in the class.  

OWRC
The Odegaard Writing and Research Center <http://depts.washington.edu/owrc/>, is “writing ready” to work with GIS 140 students.  Sign up online for a visit or look over their website for useful handouts and links to other resources.  Appointments are 45 minutes long.  
There is only one required visit sometime during the EFS quarter.  But, I cannot tell you how helpful and cool the tutors at OWRC are.  (I take my own tricky papers there as often as I can.)  If you only go once this four weeks, you’re missing out on the best service on campus for writers in all stages of the paper-writing process and of all abilities.      
Other Issues
Should you have concerns that you feel you cannot bring to me, you may contact John Webster, College of Arts & Sciences Director of Writing, 206-543-6203, cicero@u.washington.edu  
	Week One: Learning from Stories of Reading and Writing
	To Do for Next Class

	M: 8/25
	Welcome and Intro

     Policies & Procedures

     Course Outcomes

Exercise: “My Writing Demon” and discussion

Read In Class: Alexie “The Joy of Reading and Writing”; Hughes “Theme for English B”

Discussion: Alexie and Hughes

Reading for Writing

Assignment Sequence: 

“My Story of Reading and Writing” 

Visit from Pamela Saunders of OWRC


	For Tues: 

□ Reread Syllabus

□ Read Tan “Mother Tongue” 

□ Read Douglas “Narrative Life of a Slave”

□ Graff and Birkenstein “They Say”

□ Write/Post Student Introduction on Go-Post  

□ Make appointment at OWRC (You must visit OWRC before M, 9/1 to talk with a writing consultant.)

	T: 8/26
	Discussion: Tan “Mother Tongue”; Douglas “Narrative Life” 

Using the “personal” in an academic context  

Quoting, paraphrasing, summarizing other’s work

Handout: Preparing to write your own story; 
Strategic Summary (in class)
Exercise: Brainstorming your narrative, placing your experience “in context”


	For Wednesday:

□ Read Kohl, pages 1-15 (in course pack)

□ Write (Re-Draft) Strategic Summary

□ Begin Re-draft “My Story”

 

	W: 8/27
	Discussion: Kohl “I Won’t Learn from You”

Reading Strategies

Revision Checklist

Exercise: Developing “My Story”;

Entering the Conversation 

	For Thursday: 

□ Read Kohl, pages 15 to end(in course pack);
□ Post “My Story” by 8 PM to Go-Post Wed night;
□ Read Peer’s first draft before class Thursday.

	TH: 8/28
	Discussion: Kohl “I Won’t Learn from You”
What is peer review?  

What makes peer review work?

 Handout: Grading Rubric for Assignment One

In Class Peer Review of Your “Story”
	For Monday: 
Revise final version of “My Story”--post to E-Submit by 10PM M night 

□ Read Schroeder “Prologue” (in course pack)


