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The Argumentative Claim
The task ahead of you in most academic papers will be to make “an argument”—that is, to express a point of view on a subject and support it with evidence.  You begin to make your argument from the first word of your opening paragraph, telling your readers the text(s) you will address in your paper, how you have begun to think about the text(s), and how your insights lend a key understanding to analysis or interpretation of the text. 

Further, the conventions of undergraduate papers call for you to make a clear and direct statement of purpose that announces in no uncertain terms what you will take up, consider, demonstrate, define, suggest, reveal, critique, make a case for—or just plain argue—in your paper.  You may have heard this type of sentence called a “thesis statement” in the past.  Most often at the UW, you will hear this statement of purpose called a “claim.”

Say what?
A claim is (usually) a specific, clear and direct sentence (or two) that announces the direction, mission, goal, or focus of your essay. It is a sentence that requires further clarification, explanation, and evidence.  It is most often found at the end of the first paragraph.  Your essay then works to support this claim numerous ways. 
Example claims:
· As Lilly Briscoe of  To the Lighthouse comes face to face with her class location and her ideals about the class location of others a clear demonstration of Britain’s heavily class-entrenched society emerges.

· Through Edna’s transformation from repressed wife to liberated adulteress, Chopin critiques the oppression inherent in marriage for wives at the turn of the century. 

· The Matrix attempts to collapse the distinction between the real world and the virtual world, between reality and cyberspace; as it does so, it argues that cyberspace is a place of revelation, cooperation, and ultimately, resistance and revolution.  (Thanks to fellow TA, Ed Chang, for this claim.) 

· “The Blind Man” and “Cathedral” feature protagonists who learn about their own emotional or spiritual shortcomings through an encounter with a physically handicapped person. In this way, all three stories rethink traditional definitions of "disability."

· The poem Afro-American Fragment by Langston Hughes offers a theory of race that works against the typical understandings of race common in a U.S. context.


· As Denver becomes a “free” adult woman, the sacred nature of the relationship between mother and daughter is questioned—a questioning which surpasses the continuing aftereffects of Sethe’s act of infanticide
Your Paper’s Blueprint
One of the most important functions of your claim is to offer a sense of what will come into consideration as your argument unfolds.  Many people like to think of the claim as offering a “blue print” of sorts for your paper.   .  .  

A blueprint is a plan, but it also inscribes boundaries, suggests suitable methods of organization and the use-value of the “spaces” it maps.  Thinking of your paper’s claim as a “blueprint” allows you—as writer—and your reader to feel the shape of the ideas to come.  
Example: Reading Lolita in Tehran argues that literature and its production play a vital role in any society, especially as literary cultures indulge intellectual endeavors, require a full freedom of expression, and demand the equality of women.  

The blueprint determines the evidence that will make up your paper.  So, if your claim introduces three sub-topics, your reader will expect a section on each of those points.  
The claim also suggests the focus, tone, and organization of your topic sentences.

To accentuate these often inherent structures within your essay, repeat keywords or paraphrased ideas from claim as you introduce the paragraphs that detail your paper’s evidence.
Note: An argumentative paper can have a very strong claim, but fall apart later if the rest of the paper is not completely focused on that main point in some way.  Thinking of your claim as a “blueprint” helps you to create a cohesion in the rest of your ideas.  
We will continue to discuss how to sustain and extend your paper’s focus in class conversations through out the quarter.
