Small Group Questions for Foucault’s Panopticism

You will divide into small groups.  For 15 minutes, each group will discuss one of the following questions and find the portion of the essay that best helps you answer the question. Mark passages (I didn’t do that for you this time), so that you can refer back to them and be ready to speak up.  We will come together as a large group for each group to present their findings.  Everyone must be prepared to answer part of your group’s question.  Work together closely, planning as a group who will take on what part of the answer.      

Questions:

Group 1: What characteristics of the “plague town” (a town organized according to the fear of the plague) make it a "compact model of the disciplinary mechanism"?  What is the "political dream" of the plague?  Do you see elements of the plague town in US culture?  If so, name them and be prepared to explain your answer by detailing commonalities. 

Group 2: What are some differences between the models of control determined by the plague and by the leper? (What is a leper?)  What is the "double mode" of the control function in the nineteenth century?  Can you give an example of a type of person or people that the US “leperizes”?  Be prepared to explain your answer by detailing commonalities. 

Group 3:  Who can see whom in the Panoptic structure designed by Jeremy Bentham? Why is this "one way" vision important?  What does one who is subjected to a field of visibility, and who knows it," do to himself?  Name an example of two or three Panoptic structures that you experience frequently; how is behavior changed by such Panopticons?  

Group 4: What does the Panopticon allow experiments on?  Does the Panopticon only have one "application"? What are the four ways in which the Panopticon “makes it possible to perfect the exercise of power”?  How do you think the Panopticon is useful?  Who benefits from it’s existence? 
Group 5: Who controls the Panopticon?  What changes with the ''functional inversion of the disciplines”?  Name three Panoptic systems in US culture.  Make them as vastly different as you can bend your brain to allow.  Who controls each of them?  Who is controlled by each of them?  How is this control produced and reproduced?          
Group 6:  What does Foucault mean by “the swarming of disciplinary mechanisms"?  Is the United States a “disciplinary state”?  Other than the police and military, what are our primary disciplinary mechanisms?  Are these effective?  When are they not effective?  Could we make them more effective?      
Group 7: On what scale do the police work?  For what kind of surveillance are they responsible?

Are the police simply the agent of “The King”?  To whom else must they answer?  Are the police the most effective type of disciplinary control?   

