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Political Science 121: State and Local Politics

Drew University, Spring 2006
Instructor: Patrick McGuinn


Class Times: Tuesdays, 1:15-3:45pm 
Office: Smith 201


Email: pmcguinn@drew.edu
Office Phone: 408-3425


Office Hours: Tues, Thurs 10-12:00
Course Description and Objectives:
The United States is quite remarkable in the world for the extent to which our political system is decentralized and for the amount of governmental power that is placed in the hands of sub-national actors.  This course will provide an overview of the operation of America's federal system and of the politics, institutions, and policies of state and local governments.  These governments are the "closest to the people" and affect our daily lives in innumerable ways but Americans tend to know very little about them.  We will examine the tremendous diversity that exists within and between states through a comparative analysis of their constitutions, institutions, electoral processes, and policies.  We will also explore why states have chosen to govern themselves in different ways and the impact which these choices have had on the character of their politics and policymaking and on the lives of their citizens.  

Required Texts: 

Smith, Kevin B., Alan Greenblatt, and John Buntin. Governing States and Localities. Washington, D.C.: CQ Press, 2005. (Referred to in syllabus as “Textbook”)
Smith, Kevin (ed.). State and Local Government, 2005–2006. Washington, D.C.: CQ Press, 2005. (Referred to in syllabus as “Reader”)
Salmore, Barbara and Stephen Salmore.  New Jersey Politics and Government, 2nd Edition.  Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1998.

*See also the supplemental Web site to textbook: (http://www.cqpress.com/cs/govstateandlocal/)

Attendance and Participation:  

Students are expected to attend each class having completed the assigned readings and having thought about their central points.  The course will be much more interesting and effective for you if students participate regularly and actively.  The participation grade will be based on informed and active participation and since you can’t participate if you’re not there, attendance is clearly important, although simply showing up is not sufficient to ensure a good participation grade.
If you miss a class, you are responsible for obtaining the material covered in that session along with any announcements and handouts.  In addition, students should be prepared to remain in the classroom for the entire class period and should turn off cell phones.  
The study of politics is made much more interesting and relevant through reference to the “real world.”  It is thus strongly recommended that students follow current events by reading a major daily newspaper such as The New York Times, The Washington Post, or other periodicals that cover stories related to American politics and government.  We will discuss political developments regularly in class.  


I welcome your ideas, opinions, and questions at any time, and encourage you to speak freely during the class.  The discussion of political issues inevitably generates controversy and disagreement among students—indeed that is what makes the study of politics interesting.  It is important, however, that students feel comfortable sharing their thoughts and ideas, so please express your opinions and challenge the opinions of others in a respectful and appropriate manner.

Communication and Feedback:


Please be sure to communicate with me about your progress throughout the semester, particularly if you will have to miss class or are struggling with the course material or assignments.  I am happy to work one on one with students on your writing and I encourage you to come see me during my office hours or to make other appointments when necessary.  Also please let me know if you have any comments or suggestions on how the class is being run—I want it to be as informative and engaging as possible for you.

Students with special needs: 


As per Drew policy, requests for academic accommodations must be formally filed with the Office of Educational Services. It is the student's responsibility to self-identify with the Office of Educational Services. To schedule an appointment call x3327 or stop by BC 114. Please note that there are no retroactive accommodations.

Course Requirements and Grade Breakdown:

1) Class participation (10%)

2) Weekly state briefings (20%)

3) Short paper (20%)  

4) Research paper (20%)

5) Exam (30%)   
** Note: All exams and written assignments must be completed in order to earn credit for this class.
STATE BRIEFINGS (1 page each)

Each week, students will prepare a 1 page (single-spaced) briefing for their classmates that analyzes the week’s topic in light of their assigned state.  (Be sure to bring 15 copies of your briefing to class.)  The briefing should combine description as well as analysis, be informed by the week’s assigned readings, and indicate the extent to which your state is unusual in this regard and why.  For example, if the week’s topic is legislatures, discuss how your state’s legislature is structured, what powers it has and does not have, how and for how long members are elected to serve, how all this does or does not differ from the norm in other states, and some of the consequences of the state’s particular approach.  

Two good starting points for doing the research for your briefings are: 


http://www.governing.com/textbook/gsl.htm 


http://www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs/state.html
SHORT PAPER (5-7 pages)

What roles have the U.S. Constitution and the U.S. Supreme Court played in shaping American federalism?  How and why have their roles in protecting state rights changed over time?  U.S. v. Lopez, Printz v. Mack and other recent pro-federalism decisions by the Supreme Court have led some observers to believe that the Court intends to place firm limits on the expansion of national power or even to return significant power to the states.  Do you think that the Court is willing or able to do so?  Why or why not? 
RESEARCH PAPER (15-20 pages) 
Pulling together all of the information which you have gathered in your briefings, assess the overall effectiveness of your state’s politics and government.  Drawing from your broader knowledge of state and local politics, identify one of your state’s institutions and one of its policies which are particularly effective and one institution and policy that are particularly ineffective.  Then examine why these areas are effective or ineffective, and how they could be improved based on the experiences of other states.  Students should conclude their papers by extrapolating from their particular state to make generalizations about the political and policy challenges facing states across the country (this is very important).  (Continued>>>)
While your briefings will provide much of the raw material for your paper, you will need to do more than merely cutting and pasting them together.  Be sure to make a clear and sustained argument, to support it with evidence, and to draw explicitly from the course readings as well as from at least ten outside sources of which at least five must be academic sources (journal articles or books).  Encyclopedias (especially Wikipedia and Encarta) are NOT acceptable sources.  The papers must contain formal footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography—all in proper format.  

Note: Papers are due in class on the designated day and must be handed in directly to the professor.  Late papers will be penalized 5 points per day and students who turn in their papers late must verify in writing that the late paper has been received.  

COURSE TOPICS AND READINGS:

January 31:
Introduction to course and to material 

Chapter 1; Textbook
New Jersey Politics, Introduction and Chapter 1
February 7:
Federalism
Chapter 2; Textbook
Section 1, Reader



New Jersey Politics, Chapter 13
February 14:
Constitutions
Chapter 3; Textbook


New Jersey Politics, Chapters 2, 3, & 7


(Briefings begin)
February 21:
Political Culture and Participation 

Chapter 4; Textbook


Section 2, Reader


New Jersey Politics, Chapter 4



**SHORT PAPERS DUE AT BEGINNING OF CLASS** (No briefings)
February 28:
Political Parties and Interest Groups
Chapter 5; Textbook 

Section 3, Reader



New Jersey Politics, chapters 5 & 6
March 7:
Legislatures 

Chapter 6; Textbook
Section 4, Reader
New Jersey Politics, Chapter 9
March 14:
Drew Spring break (enjoy!!)

March 21:
Governors
Chapter 7; Textbook
Section 5, Reader



New Jersey Politics, Chapter 8
March 28:
Courts 

Chapter 8; Textbook
Section 6, Reader


New Jersey Politics, Chapter 11
April 4:

Bureaucracy
Chapter 9; Textbook
Section 7, Reader


New Jersey Politics, Chapter 10
April 11:
Local Government and Finance
Chapter 10 Textbook


Chapter 11; Textbook
Sections 8 and 9, Reader 


New Jersey Politics, Chapters 12 & 14 
April 18:
Education Policy 

Chapter 12; Textbook


New Jersey Politics, Chapter 15

McGuinn, “The National Schoolmarm,” Publius (Handout)

April 25:
Crime and Punishment & Health and Welfare
Chapter 13; Textbook 



Chapter 14; Textbook 


Section 10, chapters 45 & 46, Reader


New Jersey Politics, Chapter 16
May 2:

The future of federalism and state and local politics


New Jersey Politics, Chapters 17 & 18



Discussion of research papers

End of semester party 

**RESEARCH PAPERS DUE AT BEGINNING OF CLASS** (No briefings)
**Comprehensive Final Exam (Date TBA)

